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EARD-InfoSys+ : achievements and future plans

(September 2004)

The development phase of EARD-InfoSys+ the Information System on European Agricultural Research for Development (ARD) will end in September 2004. The system has been restructured completely in this phase and was launched in April 2004. The German Centre for Documentation and Information in Agriculture ZADI will continue to host EARD-InfoSys+ in the future. EARD-InfoSys+ is mapping the European ARD landscape and pioneers in displaying the relations between organisations, projects, funding, experts and events in European ARD. In addition EARD-InfoSys+ offers an e-mail Alert service and the use of an online groupware for project management. Latest features are the implementation of an advanced search and concise news & events listings. Furthermore the first “country view” on EARD-InfoSys+ has been implemented for GARDEN-InfoSys, the German partner of EARD-InfoSys+ (www.garden-infosys.de). 

Close collaboration with other regional agricultural information systems has been established and will be expanded in the future. During the development phase of the new system consultations with the Global Forum on Agricultural Research (GFAR) assured that the system is adaptable to other regional or national agricultural research landscapes. Using Open Source Software products for the programming of the information system guaranties, that additional costs for software licensing will not arise for those countries or regions deciding to capitalise on the system. The system has been presented at various occasions on international conferences and has attracted attention from the international agricultural research community. Stakeholders of ARD and rural development are invited to contact EARD-InfoSys+ if technical support is needed. 

In the frame of an ERA-ARD proposal (FP6 of the EU) EARD-InfoSys+ is expected to support ERA-ARD by the mapping of programs and provide ICM support for improved coordination of investments into ARD. The proposal will be submitted in October 2004.

For more information please go to http://www.infosysplus.org or contact us at infosysplus@zadi.de

